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EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AUTHORITY
1930 9™ STREET

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-7043
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DATE: September 27, 2000

TO: Commisson on EMS

FROM: Richard E. Watson
Interim Director

PREPARED BY: Bonnie Snz, RN
Hedth Program Specidist |

SUBJECT: Emergency Department On-Cal Physician Panel

RECOMMENDED ACTION(s):

Recave information regarding the Emergency Department and On-call Physician Panels.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None

DISCUSSION:

On February 25, 2000, Assembly Member Gallegos introduced Assembly Bill 2611, Hedlth
Fecilities: emergency sarvices. Prior to the August 30, 2000 amendment, this bill provided for
the fallowing:

%5 Hospitals with basic emergency departments would be required to develop and maintain a
date-specific ligt of physician specidigts responsible for responding to requests for
consultation.

%5 Permits hospitas to require emergency cal coverage as a condition of hospital privileges

%5 Define emergency services and care to include specidist consultation.

%5 |t would be unprofessond conduct for a physician who is scheduled for cal to refuseto
carefor apatient or unnecessarily delay caring for a patient in the emergency department.

Thishill wasintroduced as aresult of increasing concerns over the difficulties ensuring
emergency department on-cal pand physician coverage as managed care has become more
prevalent. The degree of the on-cal coverage problem fluctuates among speciaties and
geographic locations depending upon a given specidist supply and demand for services.

A survey of hospitals conducted by atask force, formed jointly by the Cdifornia Hospitd
Association, California Medica Association and the California Chapter of the American College
of Emergency Physicians, found that 60% of the respondents perceived cdl coverageto bea
serious or somewhat serious problem at their hospital.
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On August 31, 2000, AB 2611 was enrolled with mgjor amendment language. In order to
provide the L egidature with research on this important issue, the amended bill deleted all
previous proposed gatute language and now provides for a comprehensive study of the hospita
emergency department on-call coverage issuein Cdifornia by the Senate Office of Research.
The Senate office will convene aworking group of affected Cdifornia stakeholders and report to
the Legidature by January 1, 2002.



